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Christmas Lullaby 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


LEEP, my baby, gently slumber, 
While the snowflakes fall; 
God Himself was once a baby, 
Cradled in a stall. 


Sleep, my baby, gently slumber, 
Dark the night, and cold; 

We will warm it with a story, 
Sweetest ever told. 


Sleep, my baby, gently slumber, 
Blessed Jesus cares: 

He who was Himself a baby 
Hears a baby’s prayers. 


Sleep, my baby, gently slumber, 
Jesus understands. 

Oh, the love that God has proffered 
In a Baby’s hands! 


Stirrings in Israel 


Are Israelis interested in their Bible 
background? Some of the citizens and 
leaders in the small nation established 
and recognized by the world nine years 
ago have been determined to keep the 
Bible and Jewish tradition out of their 
national life. Time (Nov. 4) reports 
the igrforance of school children of such 
things as phylacteries and prayer shawls. 
When one boy heard that his father 
never wore them because he isn’t re- 
ligious, he said, “Then I’m not either, 
and I don’t want to learn about the 


‘rious theme, 


silly things.” Early Zionists considered 
that the Bible was only a history of 
the Jewish people and some took out 
of it “any reference to God and tried 
unsuccessfully to promote its use on 
collective farms.” But now some are 
beginning to feel that this trend has 
gone too far. The headmaster of Jeru- 
salem’s largest schoo] says, “Children 
whe reached schoo] age after the crea- 
tion of Israel had no interest in the 
Jewish past, in Jewish literature, in 
Jewish religion.” One young Jew at 
the Youth Congress in Moscow last 
summer, when he was ¢alled on to read 
the week's passage of Scripture, had no 
idea what he was supposed to do. Now 
there is a reaction against this attempt 
to suppress Jewish history and tradi- 
tion, and newspapers noted that at the 
High Holy Day services this year chil- 
dren asked their fathers questions about 
the ritual. Two newspapers who offered 
copies of the Talmud at a discount were 
flooded with orders, because children 
had asked their parents to get copies 
of the Jewish Bible. “Even the non- 
religious among us,” said one official 
in the Ministry of Education, “are be- 
ginning to appreciate what we owe to 
our religion: The Jewish religion has 
tremendous historical value, and our 
children must not grow up without un- 
derstanding it. 


: b 


Perhaps we won't even. 


be able to continue to’exist as a nation 
if we continue to deny our link with 
our religion. Religion is especially tied 
to nationalism in Israel.” Thus there 


‘seem to be faint signs in Israe¥ of new 


interest in the Old Testament and the 
authentic history of the Jewish people. 
It is not safe to say that these alone are 
signs of revival, or that the nation as 
such is showing any interest in the 
Messiah, who “came unto his own, and 
his own received him not”; though it 
is well known that individuals here and 
there have turned to Christ. and many 
are reading the New Testament. The 
concern of the Government over igno- 
rance of the past among young Israelis, 
and the desire of the teachers to indoc- 
trinate them more thoroughly, are en- 
couraging signs. This mild interest in 
the Old Testament may lead many to 
study it carefully, and may in time 
bring about a real awakening among 
the remnant, which in turn may con- 
strain some to look upon Him whom 
they have pierced and mourn for Him 
(Zech. 12:10), and to receive Christ as 
their true Messiah and Saviour. To all 
Bible students, Israel is the most inter- 
esting land in the world, and even faint 
flickerings of faith among the Jews add 
a little more weight to the feeling 
among believers that the coming of the 
Lord may not be far off. 
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The Wise Who Worshiped 


By Dr. Herbert Lockyer 


S THE story of the birth of Christ 
A is one of perennial interest, let 
us take one aspect of such a glo- 
namely, the reverential 
approach of the Wise Men to the house 
where thé young child lay. 
The Magi were doubtless Gentile as- 
trologers. How many came to Jesus we 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). 
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are not told. The prevailing idea that 
there were three probably originated 
from the three gifts presented to the 
Babe. There is also no Scriptural 
authority for the many romantic tales 
that have gathered around thesé seekers 
after Christ. 

This, - however, is evident: they 
studied the stars and the Scriptures. 
They knew that a star would arise out 
of Jacob (Num. 24:17). Thus divinely 
instructed and led, they associated the 
appearance of a unique luminous body 
in the heavens with the *coming of 
Jesus into the world. 

Among the ancients the appearance 
of, an unusual star or comet was re- 
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garded as an omen of some remarkable 
event. At the death of Julius Caesar, 
for example, a comet appeared in the 
heavens for seven days. 

Our purpose in this meditation is to 
draw attention to the gracious treat- 
ment of Jesus by the Wise Men who 
had journeyed far to gaze upon the 
long-promised One. 


THEY Put CHRIST FIRST 


A study of the birth narrative in Mat- 
thew 2 convinces one that the Magi 
realized that Jesus should have the pre- 
eminence. All through it is the “young 
child with . . . his mother,” never Mary 
and the Child. Roman Catholicism, of 
course, has reversed the order and given 
Mary leve, adoration, and worship as 
the “Queen of Heaven.” In the religious 
exercises of the Roman Church, Christ 
has the second place. 

Are we, too, not guilty of allowing 
other persons and other things to super- 
sede Him within the heart? The Apos- 
tle John exhorts us to keep ourselves 
from idols. What is an idol? An idol 
is anyone or anything taking Christ’s 
place in a life. If we are conscious that 
the Master does not have the place of 
pre-eminence in all things, may we at 
this very moment tear the ido] from 
our hearts and worship only Him who 
claims the first place. 

And His ascendancy to the throne 
does not mean,the impoverishment of 
life. There is always room for legiti- 
mate affections when Christ is first. All 
the attachments of life are sweetened 
and enriched if He is Lord. The Wise 
Men put Jesus first. And true wisdom 
always recognizes His supremacy. Are 
you wise? 

THEY WorSHIPED Him 


It would appear that the Babe was 
no longer in the manger, for we read 


that “when they were come into the 


house, they saw the young child... 
and worshipped him” (Matt. . 2:11). 
Evidently someone had taken compas- 
sion on Mary and het illustrious Infant, 
If the “inn” speaks of rejection, seeing 
it had no room for Jesus, then the 
“house” can stand for reception. Which 
is yours, the “inn” or the “house”? 

As boon as the Magi entered the house 
they knelt with their faces toward the 
ground, an Eastern custom observed by 
all those coming into the presence of 
a king. The moment they saw the Child 
they fell down and worshiped Him. 
They saw Jesus and Mary, but they 
worshiped only Jesus. An argument, 
surely against Mariolatry, 

With reverent adoration they wor- 
shiped Jesus as King. (It is interesting 
to note the contrast in verses two and 
three. In verse 2 Jesus has the capital 
“K”—“born King of the Jews”—while in 
verse 3 ‘Herod has the smal] “k” 
—“Herod the king.”) The Wise Men, 
then, by their worship placed Jesus 
above Mary and also above earthly 
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sovereigns like Herod. And this is like- 
wise evident: they would never have 
prostrated themselves as they did if 
Christ had been a mere baby, an ordi- 
nary child born in a natural way. To 
them, Christ was not a personality to 
be criticized and questioned, as, alas, 
men are doing today in a cold, arrogant 
fashion, but one to be worshiped and 
adored. 

What do we know about coming be- 
fore the Lord Jesus as worshipers? If 
we analyze our approval of Him we 
shall find that too often we come to 
Him as paupers and beggars. When we 
come to Him it is that we might crave 
some provision, material or otherwise, 
from His bountiful hand. But we must 
take time to cultivate true spiritual wor- 
ship. Thinking of who and what He is, 
we must adore Him. There must be 
seasons when we do nothing else but 
bow our heads and worship, Leaving 
Him to take care of all our needs He is 
ever conscious of, let us follow the Wise 
Men who came to Jesus not to get, but 
to give. May grace be ours to worship 
the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

THEY GAvE Him THEIR BEST 

Connecting inner revelations with out- 
ward indications, the Wise Men ulti- 
mately found the birthplace of the royal 
Babe, and once in His presence they 
were not long in proving their appre- 

(Continued on page 986) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Bible Meaning of ‘Heart’ 


I have read the articles on Grace 
and Law by Robert McQuilkin, D.D. 
I would like him to run down the 
word “heart” used in the New Testa- 
ment. I find so many, even ministers, 
that apply it to the organ of our body 
that pumps our blood.—An Ohio 
reader, . ' 
Dr. McQuilkin’s own heart quietly 

stopped beating on July 15, 1952. His 
daughter, Marguerite, in his biography, 
“Always In Triumph,” tells very sim- 
ply of his last morning at Ben Lippen, 
North Carolina. He had been out walk- 
ing with his two-year-old granddaugh- 
ter, then he met Mrs. McQuilkin on 
the road and together they went toward 
their house. “The phone was ringing 
as he entered so that his last words 
were spoken on the phone to his daugh- 
ter—‘Here’s Mother.’ Then he lay down 
to rest and in a few moments the Lord 
lifted all his burdens and gave him 
rest.” He was once the Associate Edi- 
tor of THE SunpAy ScHoot TIMEs and 
his answers in this department were 
clear and Scriptural. We should all be 
glad if, with his full knowledge, he 
could answer the reader’s question now, 
for he sees “face to face” and knows 
even as also he is known (1 Cor. 13:12). 
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However, we have the same Bible he 
had, 

In Walker’s Concordance nearly ten 
columns are required to give the Bible 
references to the many uses of the word 
“heart.” It generally means the seat of 
the emotions, the affections, and the 
will. For example: “Keep thy heart 
with all diligence; for out of it are the 
issues of life” (Prov. 4:23); “For as\he 
thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and 
drink, saith he to thee; but his heart 
is not with thee” (23:7); “My son, give 
me thine heart, and let thine eyes ob- 
serve my ways” (23:26); “But those 
things which proceed out of the mouth 
come forth from the heart; and they 
defile the man” (Matt. 15:18); “That 
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation” (Rom, 
10:9, 10). In the Sermon on the Mount 
the Lord Jesus showed how very im- 
portant it is that the heart be kept right 
with God, as when He said: “Ye have 
heard that it was said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 
but I say unto you, That whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after her 
hath committed adultery with her al- 
ready in his heart” (Matt. 5:27, 28). 

The Lord Jesus summed up the Com- 
mandments in this way: “Jesus said 
unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This 
is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets” (Matt. 22:37-40). 

There may be a reference to the lit- 
eral, physical heart in such a text as this, 
“Thine arrows are sharp in the heart 
of the king’s enemies; whereby the peo- 
ple fall under thee” (Psa, 45:5). It 
seems also possible that there can be 
a double meaning in the Lord Jesus’ 
prophecy that the Tribulation will find 
“men’s hearts failing them for fear” 
(Luke 21:26). Many prophecies have a 
partial fulfillment first and then later 
the complete fulfillment. Actual heart 
failure is already killing many people 
and it is likely that this is often due 


to the perplexity, stress, and strain of , 


even these days, though the Great Trib- 
ulation has not yet come upon the 
world. 
The heart in the Bible sense is fre- 
quently found in hymnology. Charles 
Wesley sang: 
Oh, for ‘% heart to praise my God, 
A heart from sin set free! 

A heart that always feels Thy blood, 
So freely spilt for me! 

A heart resigned, submissive, meek, 
My dear Redeemer's throne; 

Where only Christ is heard to speak, 
Where Jesus reigns alone. 
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TIDWELL BIBLE LISRARY 
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Ill. Saints of the Set Face 


Are we only fair-weather Christians? 





I have “set my face like a flint” (Isa. 
50:7). 

“He stedfastly set his face to go to 
Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51). 

“This one thing I do” (Phil, 3:13). 


HE note that underlies these three 
Te is that of once-for-all deci- 
sion, holy determination, and reso- 
lution. Isaiah presents the Suffering 
Servant with the Set Face. Luke tells 
us that our Lord steadfastly set His 
face to go to Jerusalem. Paul tells us 
that he has made up his mind. There 
are two kinds of “things” in the apos- 
tle’s declaration. “One thing” has be- 
come his life purpose. He is forgetting 
things behind and reaching forth unto 
the things which are before. To the 
elders of Ephesus, speaking of the trials 
awaiting him in Jerusalem, he says, 
“But none of these things move me” 
(Acts 20:24). Like his Lord he has 
steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusa- 
lem and will let nothing hinder him. 
Throughout the Word of God the 
heroes of faith have been the Saints of 
the Set Face. ‘Caleb “wholly followed 
the Lord” his God (Josh. 14:8), Joshua 


‘ said, “As for me and my house, we will 


serve the Lord” (Josh, 24:15). On Car- 
mel Elijah demanded, “How long halt 
ye between two opinions?” (1 Kings 
18:21.) Daniel “purposed in his heart” 
(Dan, 1:8). 


No Root or Depth 


Hambone, the Negro philosopher fea- 
tured in some of our newspapers, said, 
“One reason why some folks never git 
nowhah is, dey wa’nt goin’ nowhah 
when dey started!” One of our biggest 
problems in church life today is the 
multitude of members who never have 
made up their minds and set their faces 
to serve God. They are like the son 
in our Lord’s parable who said, “I go, 
sir: and went not” (Matt. 21:30). They 
are like the stony soil in another par- 
able: they received the word with joy, 
but have no root or depth and are soon 
offended. I have been a pastor and now 
I am a traveling preacher. I have seen 


every imaginable device used to induce . 


People to be faithful to God's house, 
His ministers, and His work. They 
have been praised and scolded, coaxed 
and persuaded, picnicked and rewarded. 
Banners, seals, diplomas, badges, but- 
tons, potluck suppers, oyster stews, 
shows and movies, . . . everything has 
been tried. I have learned long since 
that people go where they want to go. 
Where their hearts are, their heels will 
follow. They usually do what they 
make up their minds to do. We are 
dealing with a mixed multitude of non- 


Mr. Havner is not writing here of 
that small class of Christians whose 
faces are so set in a mold of So- 
lemnity that it looks as though 
they had forgotten how to smile. 
He refers rather to those who can 
Keep steadily on toward the goal. 
They are like the men of war who 
came to Hebron to make David king. 
Those of Zebulun were “such as 
went forth to battle, expert in war 
- . . Which could keep rank: they 
were not of double heart”; and of 
all from the several tribes it was 
written, “All these men of war, that 
could keep rank, came with a per- 
' fect heart to Hebron, to make David 
king over all Israel” (1 Chron. 12: 
33, 38). They are like the living 
creatures in Ezekiel: “They turned 
not when they went; they went 
every one straight forward” (1:9). 
But, still better, they followed the 
Lord Jesus and the Apostle Paul, 
who were faithful unto death. Mr. 
Havner holds them up as examples 
in this third article of his series 
of four. 








committal, disinterested church mem- 
bers who have never set their faces 
nor said, “This one thing I do.” Like 
the throng who heard Elijah’s challenge 
on Carmel, they answer not a word. 

After Luke tells us that our Lord 
steadfastly set His face to go to Jeru- 
salem, he relates three incidents of 
prospective disciples. The first seemed 
ready to follow, but our Lord replied 
with His word-about the foxes and birds 
having staying-places while He had 
nowhere to lay His head. The second 
man must first go bury his father and 
the third wanted to say good-by to his 
family. Our Lord answered with His 
stern word about the dead burying their 
dead and the plowman who looked 
back. He who had steadfastly set His 
face would have His disciples mean 
business. He dealt in the same way 
with the multitude in the fourteenth 
chapter of Luke and gave them three 
“cannots” of discipleship.. We try to 
build up crowds, but He thinned them. 
We make following Him easy, but He 
invited men to a cross and the denial 
of self. So we have filled churches 
with members who never meant busi- 
ness to begin with. They must be en- 
tertained and rewarded. They do not 
ask, “What can I give?” but, “What do 
I get?” 

The longer I live the more I appre- 
ciate the example of my old-fashioned 
father. He was the pastor’s right-hand 


By VANCE HAVNER 


man. He was at church when he felt 
like it and. when he didn’t, when the 
weather was good and when it wasn't, 
whether the minister could preach well 
or not. He did his sleeping at home 
and did not use the church for an adult 
nursery. He had made up his mind to 
serve God. His face was set like a flint. 
No.show or supper was necessary to 
entice him to the house of the Lord. 
The saints of old meant business. The 
Christian life was not a sanctified pic- 
nic or a glorified hayride. They strove 
to enter in at the strait gate, they 
labored to enter into rest, they gave 
diligence to make their calling and elec- 
tion sure. They were resolved no longer 
to linger charmed by the world’s de- 
light. Their hearts had no desire to 
stay where doubts arise and fears dis- 
may. They were headed ‘for higher 
ground. And why not? Why should 
we not be as desperately in earnest to 
possess our possessions as ig the world 
to lay hold of all Satan has to offer? 
Joshua did not invade the Promised 
Land in a rocking chair. God's men 
have made His Kingdom the absorbing 
passion of their lives, their meat and 
drink, their business. Paul said, “For 
to me to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). 
This business of living a Christian life 
is a full-time occupation. We are all 
in “full-time Christian service.” Wil- 
liam Law asked, “Why should I lie 
folded up in bed of a morning when the 
farmers have already gone to their 
work, and I am so far behind with my 
sanctification?” Well, we are all far be- 
hind with our sanctification, but most 
Christians are not bothered about it. 


The Sin of Dissipated Devotion 


Today we are like the Hollywood 
actress who, when asked about her en- 
thusiasm for astrology, replied, “I be- 
lieve in everything a little bit.” Ours 
is the sin of dissipated devotion. We 
are like the man who leaped upon his 
horse and rode madly off in all direc- 
tions. Communism sweeps the world 
because it has set its face in one direc- 
tion. Christendom has so many irons 
in the fire that none are hot. We are 
too often like Bunyan’s “Looking-Both- 
Ways.” Weare like a donkey between two 
bales of hay—undecided which to eat. 

A favorite expression nowadays is, 
“Take it easy!” That is the advice the 
rich farmer gave to his soul and God 
called him a fool. It is no time to bid 
our souls to take it easy. Rather we 
should sing: 

Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve 

And press with vigor on; 


A heavenly race demands thy zeal, 
And an immortal crown. 
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Before Gideon could go to battle he 
must thin his thirty-two thousand to 
three hundred effectives. Twenty-two 
thousand cowards had to be sent home. 
Of the ten thousand remaining all but 
three hundred were careless. But when 
Gideon was rid of the cowards and the 
careless, he had left the consecrated mi- 
nority. It would horrify promotion ex- 
perts nowadays, but our churches need 
a marshaling of the Master’s minority, 
a rallying of the remnant who are really 
going somewhere, A hard core of these 


New Things That Matter 
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Saints of the Set Face is worth legions 
of the mixed multitude. They have 
spearheaded God’s program through the 
centuries and set His flag on outposts 
the world around. They do not add up 
to impressive statistics, but the trag- 
edy nowadays is that we Christians are 
many but not much. God grant us more 
who are out to do “this one thing.” 
Forgetting the things behind, unmoved 
by things ahead, they steadfastly set 
their faces toward Jerusalem. 


(To be continued) 


An object lesson for the new year 


S WE reach the closing hours of an- 
other year the thoughts of all, espe- 
cially our young people, are turned to 
the New Year. Why not capture these 
thoughts and turn the eyes of our young 
people to “NEWS” that really matters? 
Materials required: If a blackboard 
is available, then a piece of chalk is 
all that is required. If a flannelgraph 
board is used, then the letters of the 
word “New Year,” cut from some attrac- 
tive color of felt. Your presentation 
talk might be something like this: 

Here we are all thinking of the com- 
ing of 1958. I wonder why we give it 
so much thought? Is it because we ex- 
pect to be different, ourselves, in 1958 
than we were in 1957? Or are we look- 
ing forward to our promotion to a new 
class at school in 1958? I guess we’re 
all alike. The very thought of some- 
thing ‘new has interest, for it is some- 
thing that we have never experienced 
before. 

One of the loveliest things about 
things that are new is that God also 
loves new things. Have you , ever 
thought about that? 

You know you young people all look 
about the same to me, but you don’t 
look the same to God! Do you know 
why? Well, some of you have accepted 
the Lord Jesus as your personal Sav- 
iour, and everyone who has done so, 
God says, is a new creature (2 Gor. 5: 
17); that means a new person, one whose 
. Sins have been taken away. 

How do you feel when you get some- 
thing new? You Know when I get 
something new I just feel like singing. 
If you are a new creature in Christ 
Jesus, then I’m sure you must want to 
sing. God knew that you would feel 
that way, and, in Psalm 40:3, He tells 
us that your new song is a song of 
praise unto Him for having saved you 
from your sin. 

First, God makes you a new creature, 
then you have a new song to sing. I’m 
sure God loves to hear our praise for 
all He has done because, as He tells us 


By JEAN I. MATHIESON 


in Lamentations 3:23, His compassions 
are new every morning. Just what are 
compassions? They are the mercies or 
kindnesses of the Lord. When we get 
up in the morning, we have no idea 
what lies ahead of us that day, but God 
does, and so He is ready with special 
kindness to meet the new need of each 
day. , 

When you do something for someone, 
you like that person to show his or her 
appreciation by doing something for 
you, or at least thanking you. Did you 
ever think that the Lord Jesus longs 
for this consideration, too? Lest we 
take all His kindness to us as a matter 
of course and say nothing, He has given 
us a new commandment that we love 
one another as He has loved us. Tell 
me, is it hard to do something for some- 
one you love? Of course not. When 
we truly love another, we long to carry 
out his or her slightest wish. Now if 
we truly love God, we will want to 
carry out His new commandment. Do 
you love that boy or girl who beat you 
in class the other day when you were 
so sure you had the highest mark? Or, 
what about that teacher who didn’t 
seem to treat you fairly the other day? 
“Oh,” you say, “I can’t possibly love 
that person.” But God says that is one 
way of proving that you really love 
Him, and Paul said that love is the 
greatest thing in the world. If anyone 
ought to know what it was to love his 
enemies Paul should, for he was stoned, 
beaten, and thrown into prison. I'll 
tell you something, you can’t love others 
as the Lord Jesus loved you unless 
you ask Him to give you His love. But 
the surprising thing is that He can and 
will cause you to love others, even the 
most unlovely, if only you ask Him to 
do it. 

God has promised us a new heart. 
When we accept the Lord Jesus as our 
Saviour our heart is cleansed from sin, 
but there are still things in our lives 
that are not pleasing to the Lord. Little 
by little, these things disappear from 
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our lives, and our hearts, which used 
to want these things, no longer need 
them because God has given us new 
hearts that only desire to do and have 
those things that are well-pleasing to 
Him. 

Now how do these “News” compare 
with your idea of a New Year—a new 
creature, a new song, daily new com- 
passions, a new .commandment, and a 
new heart? You see the new year will 
be old by the time night comes on Janu- 
ary the first, but the “News” of God 
remain new every day for the whole 
three hundred and sixty-five days of 1958 
—yes, and for every day of every year 
that will follow. You know I like things 
that last. If you belong to the Lord 
Jesus all these “News” are yours; if not, 
would you like to say this? 

(Place or write each letter of the 
words “New Year” on the board slowly, 
and as you do, say the following as you 
fill in the words.) 

N ow 
E xchange 
W orthless 


Y ear 
E agerly 
A ccept 
R edeemer 
You see, 1958 will be a worthless year 
unless you accept the Lord Jesus. He 
died to redeem (pay for) your sin. 
What value do you put upon your sin? 
Nothing? If you don’t accept God’s offer 
for having your sin removed, you must 
value it. Did you know your sin is 
costly? It cost the Lord Jesus His life 
because He loved you so much that He 
was willing to die for you so that one 
day you might go to live with Him in 
Heaven. 
Won’t you bow your head and ask the 
Lord Jesus to forgive your sin, and 


-thank Him as you send up this heavenly 


telegram to Him: 

NOW EXCHANGE WORTHLESS 
YEAR, EAGERLY ACCEPT RE- 
DEEMER., 


LAKEWOOD, OHIO. 


ve 


Books for Portugal 


R. GUIDO WALDEMAR OLIVEIRA, 

a Christian businessman of Lis- 
bon, Portugal, who is a friend of leaders 
of the Belgian Gospel] Mission and also 
of the Times, requests Christian books 
for the edification of believers. He says 
that the Portuguese people can easily 
read Spanish. He asks for Bible dic- 
tionaries, concordances, commentaries, 
Bible encyclopedias, and the like in 
English or Spanish, 

They may be sent in parcels not ex- 
ceeding six pounds in weight to Mr. 
Guido Waldemar Oliveira, R. do Arco 
a S. Mamede, n.° 9-3.° d.°, Lisboa, Por- 
tugal. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





the Jews.—Though this is not a 

recent item, I do not recall seeing, 
at the time of Stalin’s death on March 
6, 1953, any direct statement linking 
his death to his edict calling for the 
extermination of the Jews in Russia. 
The matter has come to my attention 
from two different sources within the 
last week, and I think the data should 
be placed before the readers of these 
columns now. 

In the magazine, Jerusalem, published 
by the Jewish Christian Community of 
London, October, 1957, issue, is the fol- 
lowing statement, which I quote with- 
out comment: 

“About Stalin’s hatred of the Jews we 
wrote after his death: 

“‘On March 6, 1953, Josef Stalin 
(originally Josef Vissarionovich Dju- 
gashvili) died at the age of 73. From 
what illness and under what circum- 
stances will remain a secret for the 
time being, since the official reports 
cannot be believed. Stalin’s death was 
a surprise to the world. He was ex- 
pected to live a few more. years. His 
last great action was the unfettering of 
anti-Semitism in his sphere of power. 
It is strange that he had to die so 
shortly afterwards. 

“‘According to the laws promulgated 
by Lenin and Stalin, “militant anti- 
Semitism” incurs capital punishment. 
According to them Stalin gave judg- 
ment, and according to them he himself 
has now been judged by God, after he 
had become a “militant anti-Sem- 
ig 

“That Stalin really died from his anti- 
Semitism has been confirmed by the 
Russian ambassador to Warsaw, Mr. 
Ponomarenka, in June, 1957. Before 
Polish journalists he declared: 

“*At the end of February, 1953, Stalin 
called a Committee meeting of the 
Party. No one knew what he wished 
to discuss. After opening the meeting, 
Stalin declared that there was a Zion- 
ist plot against ‘the Soviet Union. 
Therefore all Jews should be deported 
to Biro-Bidian, the “Jewish State” in 
Siberia, on the borders of Manchuria, 
just as the Volga-Germans had been 
taken to Siberia, in 1941, from one day 
to the other. 

“*Those present at the meeting, among 
them Mr. Ponomarenka, were flabber- 
gasted at first. Then Kaganowich, the 
only Jew on the Party Committee, be- 
gan to speak, and asked with a trem- 
bling voice whether this law would be 
valid for all Jews. Stalin replied that 
exceptions were envisaged. After him 
Molotov, who is married to a Jewess, 
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spoke. Cautiously he pointed out that 
these anti-Jewish measures would make 
a bad impression in the world and might 
cause international tension. 

“ ‘Before Stalin could reply, Voroshilov, 
the Russian President of State, jumped 
to his feet, threw his party badge on 
the table, shouting,’ “If these proposals 
are to be put into practice, I shall be 
ashamed of being a member of our com- 
pletely dishonored party.” Now Stalin, 
too, jumped up; there was general 
shouting and confusion, when Stalin 
suddenly changed color and fainted. 
There was a call for a doctor, but 
Stalin’s personal physicians were al- 
ready in prison, because they were Jews, 
After half an hour a doctor arrived, 
who could but confirm Stalin’s death. 
Thus the mighty tyrant, the second Ivan 
the Terrible, died.’ 

“‘Hitherto shalt thou come, but no 
further: and here shall thy proud waves 
be stayed’ (Job 38:11).” 


Catholic Growth in Asia.—According 
to the latest statistics, there are thirty 
and one-half million Roman Catholics 
in the nations of the Far East, in a total 
population of 1.3 billion. The largest 
number is in the Philippines, over 17 
million; next in order would be the 
Indian subcontinent, -about 6% million; 
Southeast Asia, 2 million, and Indonesia, 
14% million. I was surprised to note 
that there are 250,000 Catholics in South 
Korea, and over 100,000 in the city of 
Hong Kong; in fact, there are more Ro- 
man Catholics in South Korea than in 
the whole of Japan, 


Changes in Religious Broadcasting.— 
While not at liberty to go into detail 
at this time, I can say that there will 
be some drastic changes made in the 
near future in many evangelical radio 
programs that have been such a bless- 
ing to our nation during the last thirty 
years. There is no question but that 
religious broadcasting, evangelical or 
otherwise, is coming into some disre- 
pute in. high circles—by which I do 
not mean high ecclesiastic circles. 

Many stations today do not want to 
carry religious programs, even when 
these are liberally paid for. This con- 
dition will probably become increas- 
ingly acute. 

As Christians. we should be more 
faithful in prayer than ever for these 
men who have been proclaiming a sav- 
ing Gospel over the air for years, that 
they might be given divine wisdom in 
the decisions now confronting them— 
men such as Dr. Charles Fuller, Dr. 
Martin DeHaan, Dr. Billy Graham, Dr. 


“Theodore Epp, etc. 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


Institutions having their own stations, 
such as the Moody Bible Institute, John 
Brown Schools, and others, are not in- 
volved in this crisis, I think; and they 
are fortunate in being able to deter- 
mine, themselves, how many religious 
broadcasts they can project, when, and 
of what nature these might be. 


The British and Foreign Bible Society 
in 1955 spent nearly $1,500,000 on the 
publication and distribution of Scrip- 
tures, and in 1956, $2,200,000. The budget 
for the coming year calls for $2,700,000. 
Thus, in three years the budget for this 
great organization has nearly doubled. 

Canon Arrowsmith, returning from a 
world conference of United Bible So- 
cieties, said: “For the first time in more 
than 150 years, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society has had to slow up on 
its printing orders. Since the end of 
May, no fresh printing orders have been 
given. We have reached a crisis in 
Bible production. What can we do about 
it? First and foremost, we must ask 
that God will move His stewards in 
answer to our intercession. Then it is 
purposed to create an emergency fund 
of $750,000 to provide actual cash neces- 
sary to place these delayed orders.” 

Among other things, his report di- 
rects attention to the fact that in 1916 
there were 125,000 non-Roman Chris- 
tians in South America; today there are 
6,000,000—a fortyfold increase in forty 
years. In South America alone, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society is 
distributing 6,000,000 copies of the Scrip- 
tures every year. 


Tourists and Immigrants in Israel.— 
A dispatch from Jerusalem reveals that 
during September, 5,500 tourists visited 
Israel, 2,000 more than in September of 
last year. During this month, 4,000 im- 
migrants arrived. In the six months 
from April to September, 42,600 immi- 
grants entered Israel, and 4,700 people 
emigrated from that country. 


The Jewish population today in the 
Soviet Union is estimated as over 3,000,- 
000, of whom 500,000 are in Moscow. A 
rising tide of anti-Semitism is apparent 
throughout the entire Soviet Empire, a 
situation which will some day culmi- 
nate in a fierce attack of the northern 
powers upon Israel itself, 


U.S. Spending for Liquor.—The total 
amount of money spent in the United 
States of America in 1956 for alcoholic 
beverages was $10,500,000,000, which was 
$2,500,000,000 more than the nation spent 
for gas and oil, and thred times as much 
as that expended for electricity, or for 
telephone and telegraph, or for doctors. 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 29. BROTHERS THROUGH CHRIST 


Golden Text.—Above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness.—Col. 


THE Ki1nG JAMES VERSION / 


Philem. 1 Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our 
brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellow- 


labourer, 


2 And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellow- 
soldier, and to the church in thy house: 
3 Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the 


Lord Jesus Christ. 


4 I thank my God, making mention of thee always in 


my prayers, 


5 Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward 


the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints; 


6 That the communication of thy faith may become 
effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which 


is in you in Christ Jesus. 


7 For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, 
because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, 


brother. 


8 Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ 
to enjoin thee that which is convenient, ; 
9 Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech thee, being such 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

T WAS late 63 or early 64. The 
I Apostle Paul had spent nearly two 

years in his own hired house in 
Rome, which was, nevertheless, his 
prison, and where he had never been 
out of sight of his Roman guard. There 
had been a good deal of coming and 
going, for there were no restrictions in 
regard to the visitors whom he might 
receive. Many strange characters had 
doubtless visited him in his lodging, and 
now as a glimmer of hope! began to 
appear that his imprisonment might 
soon terminate, he received another 
strange visitor, a runaway slave from 
Colosse. The slave’s master, Philemon, 
had some years earlier been led to 
Christ by the Apostle Paul (Philem: 19). 
Now his slave, Onesimus, in making a 
dash for his freedom had apparently 
also robbed his master (v. 18). 

What brought Onesimus to the house 
of Paul, we are not told. Perhaps he 
had come in contact with some Chris- 
tians and his troubled soul sought out 
the apostle as his master’s friend. At 
any rate, Paul led him to the Lord (v. 
10). 

An ethical question now arose. As a 
Christian what was his duty to his mas- 
ter whom he had wronged, and from 
whom he hadwled? In the mind of the 
Apostle Paul there was no doubt. 


Onesimus must return to his master, 
even though he himself would have 


Philemon; printed text, verses 1-16 


Christ. , 


3 1 4, A, S.V. 


an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus 


10 I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have 


begotten in my bonds: 


11 Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now 


profitable to thee and to me: 


12 Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive’ him, 


that is, mine own bowels: 


13 Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy 


stead he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of 


the gospel: 


14 But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy 


benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly. 
15 For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that 


thou shouldest receive him for ever; 


16 Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother 
beloved, specially to me, but how much*‘more unto thee, 


both in the flesh, and in the Lord? 


b bd 6 * 


liked to retain him as a servant (v. 13). 
He could not, however, send him back 
without seeking a means of reconcilia- 
tion. So the runaway slave returned 
to his master armed with this gem of 
a letter of entreaty from the apostle. 

It is the only example we have of 
Paul’s private correspondence, and it 
indicates that if only we had the com- 
plete private correspondence of ’ the 
great apostle it would be a treasure 
without equal in all the world of epis- 
tolary literature. Even Pliny’s letter 
to Sabinianus, written for a similar pur- 
pose, is a poor second to Paul’s Letter 
to Philemon. But we can be thankful 
for this one which has been preserved 
in the canon of Scripture. 


Verse by Verse 

Philem. 1.—‘Paul . . . unto Philemon 
..- Note, not “a prisoner of Rome,” 
but “of Christ Jesus.” Philemon means 
“friend.” This is a completely personal 
Letter, not like those to Timothy and 
Titus, which are pastoral, 

Verse 2.—“. . . Apphia, and Archippus 

. . the church in thy house.” Apphia 
is doubtless the wife of Philemon, and 
Archippus probably their son, who held 
a-tesponsible position in the church 
(Col. 4:17). 

Verse 3.—“Grace ... and peace...” 
From the Father as source and from the 
Lord Jesus as mediator. This is not a 
completely trinitarian benediction like 
2 Corinthians 13:14, 

Verse 4.—“I thank my God ,.. in my 
prayers.” Thanksgiving and prayers go 
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hand in hand with Paul, especially in 
intercessions for the saints. He. was 
quick to see things in people for which 
to give thanks. 


Verse 5.—“. . . thy love and faith ,.. 
toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all 
saints.” The strange order combines 
the two inside phrases (faith toward, 
or in, the Lord Jesus), and the two out- 
side phrases (love toward the saints). 


Verse 6.—“. . . communication . . . ef- 
fectual... 
in you in Christ Jesus.” The phrasing 
is difficult. The thought is that Phile- 
mon’s good character and works are 
so apparent that they are effective in 
helping along the fellowship of faith in 
Christ. 


Verse 7.—“. . . great joy and consola- 
tion in thy love... the bowels of the 
saints are refreshed ...” For “bowels” 
read “hearts.” It is a joy to Paul to 
see so much good coming to the saints 
through the gracious ministries of Phile- 
mon. Notice how Paul gives full rec- 
ognition to these things in Philemon be- 
fore he broaches the difficult subject 
at hand. 

Verse 8.-—“. . . I might. be much bold 
in Christ to enjoin thee .. .” Paul's 
boldness in Christ springs from his 
apostolic office, as well as from the fact 
that he was Philemon’s spiritual father 
(v. 19). 

Verse 9.—“Yet for love’s sake I rather 
beseech . , . Paul the aged .:. a pris- 
oner of Jesus Christ.” Paul’s age and 
his sufferings for Christ’s sake make 
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the appeal to fove all the more power- 
ful. A command might secure outward 


compliance, but the appeal of love 
reaches the heart, 
Verse 10.—“. my son Onesimus 


... begotten in my bonds.” Onesimus 
means profitable. “Son” here signifies 
“porn one” (Scottish bairn), a very 
tender touch, especially connected with 
Paul’s bonds. 

Verse 11.—“, . . unprofitable, but now 
profitable...” A play upon the mean- 
ing of the name Onesimus, although a 
different word for profitable is used 
(euchrestos, “most profitable,” as over 
against achrestos, “not profitable”), See 
how Paul plays up what Onesimus is 
to him. . 

Verse 12.—‘Whom I have sent... 
therefore receive him , . . mine own 
bowels.” Again for “bowels” read 
“heart,” although some believe it ought 
to be translated here “son,” carrying 
out the figure of parenthood. 

Verse 13.—“. . . I would have retained 
... might have ministered unto me., .” 
Once: more Paul dwells on what Onesi- 
mus means to him, but now links him 
with Philemon as a sort of ambassador 
to Paul. , 

Verse 14.—“But without thy mind... 
not... of necessity, but willingly.” 
But any such relation must be with 
Philemon’s consent, not thrust on him 
by force of circumstance. 

Verse 15.—“, . . departed for a season 

. receive him for ever.” Here the 
appeal is to the overruling providence 
of God. There can be no thought of 
rejection in the face of the wonderful 
works of God. 

Verse 16—“. . . above a servant, a 
brother beloved . , . in the flesh, and 
in the Lord?” Onesimus was probably 
a child of a slave family connected with 
the family of Philemon. Hence the 
phrase “in the flesh.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Salvation cancels all the debt of our sin 
toward God, but it does not release us 
from our obligations to men. What wrongs 
we have done to our fellow men in our 
unregenerate days we are bound to 
undo in so far as it is possible when 
we have been redeemed by the blood of 
Christ. Restitution is a law of the 
Christian life. We cannot wash our 
hands of those obligations under pre- 
text that every thing is under the blood, 

So it came to pass that when Qnesi- 
mus, the runaway slave, came to the 
knowledge of Christ through the min- 
istry of the Apostle Paul in Rome, he 
was under obligation to return to ‘his 
master, submitting to him and right- 
ing as far as possible the wrong that 
he had done. His salvation did not 
make him free to remain in Rome at 
his own pleasure. 

On the other hand, salvation lays new 
responsibility upon Christians toward 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
29.—Brothers ‘Through 
bes ip «devi o05 


13. December 
Christ . 


Next Week's Lesson 


1, January 5.—The Church’s One 
Foundation. Matthew  16:13-19; 
Ephesians 2:19-22; Colossians 1:15-20 








those who have wronged them, and es- 
pecially toward those’ who having 
wronged them become conscious of 
their sin and seek forgiveness. The 
spirit of revenge can have no place in 
the life of one who has known the 
mercy of God. Philemon, therefore, 
while having just cause for anger and 
good reason to punish his slave, is called 
upon by the Apostle Paul to exercise 
a spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation 
beyond anything that can be expected 
of a man of the world. 

Notice how the Apostle Paul urges 
his plea with Philemon. He refuses to 
base it on authority, which as an apos- 
tle he might very well do, but rather 
he bases the whole plea on love (vs. 
8, 9). Then he introduces Onesimus in 
an entirely new relationship. “My son,” 
he calls him. That is exactly what 
Philemon himself was—a spiritual son 
of the apostle. That made a common 
bond which it would be difficult for 
Philemon to overlook, Again, Paul 
calls Onesimus “mine own bowels” (v. 
12), or as we would say, “my own heart.” 
If it were like tearing out his own heart’ 
to part with Onesimus, certainly Phile- 
mon must treat the young man with 
such affection as the apostle himself 
had heaped upon him. 

Then again the apostle presses the 
new bond in Christ. Onesimus is some- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT gives the Epistle to Philemon 
a very special value among Paul’s 
Letters? 

2. Why are not the Letters to Timo- 
thy and Titus in the same category? 

3. What relation did Paul have to 
Philemon? 

4. On whose behalf did Paul write 
this Letter? 

5. Of what misdemeanors had Onesi- 
mus been guilty? 

6. What great experience had come to 
Onesimus in Rome? 

7. Why did Paul insist on Onesimus’s 
returning to his master? 

8. What was Paul’s basic argument 
for reconciliation between Philemon and 
Onesimus? 

9. What personal responsibility did 
Paul assume on behalf of Onesimus? 

10. What institution finally fell before 
the principles enunciated in this little 
Letter? 


(Answers on page 985) 
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thing more than a slave—he is a 
brother, a brother of the Apostle, Paul 
and a brother of Philemon. They are 
all brothers’ together in the Lord. 

As for any pecuniary loss which Phi- 
lemon has suffered at the hands of his 
slave Onesimus, Paul says, “put that on 
mine account” (v, 18), and becomes per- 
sonally responsible for it. 

So from step to step the gracious ar- 
gument goes, and all to the same in- 
tent, “be ye kind one to another, ten- 
derhearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven 
you” (Eph, 4:32). 

So salvation binds the saved sinner to 
make restitution, and salvation binds 
the saved sinner to forgive, 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Hearty salutation (Philem, 1-3) 
2. Sincere commendation (vs. 4-7) 
3. Earnest exhortation (vs. 8-17) 

4. Personal commitment (vs. 18. 19) 


Topics for Development 


Slavery. What an opportunity the 
Apostle Paul had to enunciate a new 
commandment under the Gospel, “Thou 
shalt not own slaves”! But he did not 
do it. And indeed there is no such com- 
mandment in the New Testament. 
Nevertheless, this very New Testament 
in which the slave owner's rights are 
recognized tolled the death knell of 
Slavery. Its method was not to lay 
down a law, for the consciences of men 
were not ready, but to establish new 
relationships with which slavery was 
entirely incompatible. Take, for exam- 
ple, this little Letter to Philemon about 
his slave Onesimus. This slave is Paul’s 
son (in a spiritual sense). He is Paul's 
very heart; he is a brother beloved both 
to Paul and to Philemon. ‘All this new 
relationship in Christ makes the old 
lordship over a man’s body and soul 
untenable. Christian slave owners will 
begin by treating their slaves with new 
mildness and consideration. They will 
more and more sense an equality in 
Christ, until finally the institution itself 
will become obnoxious to the Christian 
conscience. Admittedly the process was 
slow, but it was sure. And even this 
little Letter which requires a runaway 
slave to return to his master consti- 
tutes a proclamation of emancipation 
which the whole Christian world rec- 
ognizes today. 

. We Have an Advocate. The lesson on 
Paul’s Letter to Philemon would not 
be complete without some reference to 
its parabolic message. Paul’s advocacy 
of Onesimus certainly reminds us of 
the intercessions of our great advocate, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The eighteenth 
verse is especially applicable to the Gos- 
pel, “If he hath wronged thee, or oweth 
thee ought, put that on mine account.” 
Here surely is a picture of the whole 
score of sin being put to the account 
of the Lord Jesus who paid it all with 
His precious blood and on that ground 








980 (8) 


stands surety for us before God, secur- 
ing for us a far greater emancipation 
than that which Paul sought for Onesi- 
mus, 


Practical Applications 

Do not be always looking for com- 
mendation, but be always ready to give 
it (Philem. 5-7). 

When you pray for people, recall all 
the good in them for which you can 
give thanks, and you will be better able 
to pray for them (v. 4). 

When people have done you good, tell 
them. It will help them to do more 
good (v. 7). 

Your authority may get things done, 
but your love will win people (vs. 8, 9). 

Being a Christian does not cancel 
your moral obligations, but rather em- 
phasizes them (vs, 12-14). 

Social distinctions must yield before 
the new relationship in Christ (v. 16). 


Golden Text 

Col. 3:14, AS.V.—“‘Above all these 
things put on love, which is the bond of 
perfectness.” The other items of the 
new “outfit” have been listed in verse 
12—compassion, kindness, lowliness, 
meekness, longsuffering. Over all this, 
to bind them into one whole, and to 
maintain them in place, is to be the 
binding tunic or girdle of love, for love 
is not only the foundation quality of 
Christian character, but also the bind-, 
ing force sustaining all the other vir- 
tues. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEesTeD HYMNS 
“Breathe on .Me, Breath of God” 
“Sinners Jesus Will Receive” 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, we are grateful for Thy 
goodness in bringing us here in health 
and in freedom to worship Thee and 
hear Thy Word. Give us reverent and 
attentive minds and help us to be gov- 
erned by what we learn in the study of 
Thy Word, Forgive all our failure in 
brotherliness and all else that mars our 
lives. Make us quick to see needs we 
can help supply and to do what we may 
in sharing others’-burdens. Be gracious 
to the sick and afflicted, the sad and 
downcast, granting them the blessings 
most suited to them. Control the move- 
ments of history in our time, restraining 
the evil and blessing those who stand for 
right and truth. Help us all to seek first 
Thy Kingdom and righteousness that we 
may be of those that do Thy will, re- 
joice in the Saviour, and live with quiet 
hearts. We ask all in the name of our 
Lord Jesus. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Philemon thought 
of Onesimus as a good-for-nothing thief, 
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for he had run away with some of his 
master’s goods. But in Rome he had 


‘heard Paul and been converted. Now 


Paul was sending him back to his Chris- 
tian master with a Letter asking Phi- 
lemon to receive Onesimus; not as a 
slave, but above a slave, a brother be- 
loved. What a difference it made 
when master and slave were Christian 
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brothers! And what a difference it 
makes still when Christian brotherli- 
ness crosses the barriers that divide 
people. True, we are not now divided 
as freemen and bondmen, owners and 
slaves, but we have such divisions as 
rich and poor, educated and _ unedu- 
cated, management and labor, white and 
colored. Even when they do not cause 
strife and hatred, these divisions may 
shut us up to our own class and make 
us either despise others or be indiffer- 
ent and unsympathetic toward them. 

But the Gospel sees us as all alike on 
the same leve] of need, all sinners needing 
the Saviour, and it brings us all the 
same gift of a new heart and life when 
we turn to Christ. Then we are Chris- 
tian brothers, whatever the differences 
in our birth, our position, or our pos- 
sessions. And that brotherhood must 
show itself “both in the flesh and in the 
Lord” says Paul. That means in every- 
day life as well as in spiritual matters, 
in work as well as in worship, through 
the week as well as on Sunday. Some 
Christians put the spirit of brotherhood 
away with their Sunday clothes, Rather, 
however, it is to mark us always and 
everywhere, “both in the flesh, and in 
the Lord” (Philem. 16); at home, at 
school, at play, in office, store, or’ fac- 
tory; as much through the week as in 
church on the Lord’s Day. 


CALGARY, ALTA., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . Philemon our dearly beloved, 
and fellowlabourer ...” (Philem. 1).— 
“Philemon” means “friendly,” which is 
what every Christian should be. We 
are to “make . . . friends” (Luke 16:9), 
and show ourselves friendly (Prov. 18: 
24). One of the saddest of sad things 
is a person of whom it can be said, 
“He hasn’t a friend in the world!” 
“Poor is the friendless master of a world” 
(Young). 

Philemon had been converted through 
Paul (v. 19). He evidently began im- 
mediately after conversion to befriend 
and work with the apostle, for Paul 
addresses him as “beloved” and “fellow- 
labourer.” 

It is thought by many that Apphia 


icipated by his master.” 
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was Mrs. Philemon; and that Archippus 
was their son. They were sufficiently 
wealthy to own a house large enough 
to be used by the local Christians for 
their services. What a happy home and 
church! 

Chaplain Wyeth Willard says, “In 
Robert Burns’ “The Cotter’s Saturday 
Night’ we see the .¢eal picture of Chris- 
tian home worship at its best. It was 
from such Scottish homes with their 
family altars that there went forth the 
great pioneer missionaries. Christian 
homes ought to be nurseries for the 
ministry and the mission fields.” 


“For we have great joy and conso- 
lation in thy love ...” (Philem. 7).— 
The apostle had the godly habit of com- 
mending all the good which he saw or 
heard of in a Christian. After he led 
Philemon to Christ—possibly at Ephe- 
sus—he could not follow him person- 
ally; but he heard of this convert's 
progress in love, faith, and Christian 
generosity: and it gave him great joy 
and produced thanksgiving and prayer 
on his behalf, 

The gist of Paul’s prayer for his con- 
vert was, according to Swann’s transla- 
tion: “That the way you share your 
faith may become an energy that will 
fully awaken everything that is good 
in us for Christ.” 


“Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech: 


thee .. .” (Philem. 9).—Paul had a re- 
quest to make of Philemon. Being an 
apostle, he could have commanded Phi- 
lemon to fulfiJl it, but he would rather 
lovingly entreat him to comply. 

Everett Henry relates the following 
incident: During the war between the 
states, General Lee sent word to Stone- 
wall Jackson that the next time he rode 
in the direction of‘ headquarters, the 
Commander in Chief would be glad to 
see him on a matter of no great impor- 
tance. General Jackson received the 
message and immediately prepared to 
leave the next morning. Rising early, 
he rode the eight miles to Lee’s head- 
quarters against a storm of wind and 
snow, and arrived just as Lee was fin- 
ishing breakfast. Much surprised, Lee 
inquired why Jackson had come through 
such a storm. General Jackson replied: 
“But you said you wished to see me. 
General Lee’s slightest wish is a 
supreme command to me!” 

It does not surprise us in the least 
to read, “Onesimus in the Apostolical 
Canons (73) is said to have been eman- 
For surely the 
slightest wish of the aged, imprisoned, 
Apostle Paul would be a divine com- 
mand to Philemon. 


“ . , thou therefore receive him, that 
is, mine Own bowels [or, my very 
heart)” (Philem. 12).—The story is this: 
Onesimus, a slave in the employ of Phi- 
lemon, wronged him—possibly- stealing 
something valuable—and fled. In due 
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time, he turned up in Rome—the great 
metropolis. We know not why, but for 
some reason, he contacted Paul in 
prison. Paul gave him the good news 
of the death of Christ for our sins, and 
His resurrection for our justification, 
The runaway slave drank in that Gos- 
pel as a thirsty soul drinks water—and 
was saved! 

He manifested his faith by his works. 
He served Paul in prison. The apostle 
deeply appreciated such service; and as 
far as his personal desires were con- 
cerned, would gladly have retained him 
as his valet, so to speak; but Philemon 
had prior claim on him. 

Onesimus must be sent back to the 
master he had wronged, confess his sin, 
make restitution, and be reinstated. So, 
Pau] sent him back with this letter of 
intercession in his hand, graciously say- 
ing: “If he hath wronged thee, or oweth 
thee ought, put that on mine account 
...I1 will repay it.” 

How could Philemon do anything but 
receive Onesimus, “not now as a serv- 
ant, but above a servant, a brother be- 
loved,” even as Paul himself! 

What a Gospel picture! We were 
slaves to sin (John 8:34). We wronged 
the Lord, and went our own way (Isa. 
53:6). We heard the Gospel of Christ 
and believed it. As to our debt to God, 
the Lord Jesus virtually said, “Put that 
on Mine account, I will repay.” And 
He did it on the cross. He also pleaded 
with the Father to receive us as Himself 
and we are now “accepted in the be- 
loved” (Eph. 1:6). 

As Onesimus went on and became 
faithful and beloved (Col. 4:9), so 
should we, to God's glory. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in this brief, one-chap- 

ter Letter of Paul to Philemon there 
are some rare gems of thought which 
we would do well to carry into the New 
Year with the purpose of adopting them 
and putting them into action. 

Onesimus was just a natural blun- 
derer. He was a slave in the service 
of Philemon. We know nothing else 
about him, except what is implied in 
Paul’s Letter. He was “profitable” to 
Paul, but he had proved woefully “un- 
profitable” to Philemon. Doubtless he 
Stole something of value from his mas- 
ter and escaped to avoid being discov- 
ered and punished. 

But in the providence of God, when 
he fled to Rome, he came in contact 
with Paul, who, though a Roman pris- 
Oner, was permitted to have visitors. 
It. would be interesting to know just 
what led Onésimus to Paul, but it re- 
Sulted in his salvation. Paul..was so 
filled with the desire to win souls to 
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Jesus Christ that many hardened sin- 
ners yielded to his testimony and were 
converted. It was so with Onesimus. 
Paul’s heart went out to this poor fugi- 
tive. Indeed, he loved him and gave 
him work to do, 

However, there was yet something 
very important for Onesimus to think 
of and act upon. He had made full 
confession of his theft to Paul, but Paul 
told him he must also make confession 
and amends to Philemon before he 
could consider himself a full-fledged 
Christian. So Paul wrote the Letter 
which forms our lesson text today, and 
sent Onesimus with it back to his mas- 
ter, proposing, himself, to assume the 
debt whatever it might be. Not only 
that, but he asked Philemon to forgive 
Onesimus and receive him as a brother. 
That was a real challenge to Philemon. 
We can only suppose that it worked 
out in a happy way. 

So let us summarize what Paul is 
teaching us in this short Letter: 

1. Be a_soul-winner. .Look upon 
every stranger who crosses your path 
as a “prospect” (Acts 1:8). 

', 2. If you have done anyone an injury, 
confess it and ask for pardon (Matt. 
5:23, 24). 

3. If one begs your pardon, grant it 
unto him freely (Matt. 6:14, 15). 

4. Be a peacemaker (Matt. 5:9). 

5. Keep in mind this fact: Jesus Christ 
paid your debt upon the cross. If He 
had not done so, you would be a hope- 
less fugitive from justice and would 
suffer an eternal death (2 Cor. 5:15). 


WEAVERVILLE, N.C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST of all, this morning, let us 

sing the song called “Our Hands.” 
Now who can say Ephesians 4:28? Good, 
Next Vivian will tell the story, “Jo- 
anne’s Temptation.” Who will prepare 
the story, “It Took Courage”? Thank 
you, Caroline. Can you be ready by 
next Sunday? Fine. 

Our last lesson this year is from the 
short Epistle to Philemon. During this 
quarter we have had lessons from Co- 
rinthians and from Philippians, each 
addressed to a church. Philemon was 
written by Paul to his friend Philemon, 
but the Holy Spirit inspired the writ- 
ing of it, and so this Epistle has its 
place in God’s Word. 

Paul had a special reason for writing 
this Letter. Philemon was rich, own- 
ing slaves as:well as property, but he 
was also a fine Christian. One of his 
slaves, Onesimus, had run away from 
him and had gone to Rome, the capital 
of the world at that time. No doubt 
Onesimus had thought that if he could 
reach that great city without being 
caught, he could easily hide there. But 
he could not hide from God! In some 
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way God brought him to Paul] the pris- 
oner, who led him to the Saviour. After 
that, Onesimus wanted to do everything 
he could for Paul that might be a help 
to him. He wguld have liked to stay 
near Paul, and Paul would have liked 
to keep him. But the right thing for 
Onesimus to do was to return to his 
master, apologize for running away, 
and then show by his changed life that 
he was truly born again. 

This was very hard to do because 
when runaway slayes were caught, they 
were severely punished. Even a Chris- 
tian man like Philemon might think he 
should make an example of Onesimus 
to convince his other slaves that it was 
dangerous to run away. So when Onesi- 
mus agreed to return to Philemon, it 
was like a criminal going to the police 
station to give himself up. Most likely 
Onesimus had stolen some of his mas- 
ter’s money, for slaves received no pay, 
and he could not have set out for Rome 
with no money. 

When Paul offered to write a Letter 
for Onesimus to take back to Philemon, 
it must have been a great comfort to 
the returning slave, though he probably 
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“The Lord had me in mind” 


“The Lord used a copy of the Pilgrim 
edition of the Bible in winning me to Him- 
self. Ihad been a chutch member for 
some twenty-five years but I had not ex- 
perienced regeneration. After I read 
Revelation with accompanying footnotes 
and Scripture references in the Pilgrim 
edition I began to gain some insight into 
the meaning of the Scriptures; and I had 
a genuine experience with Christ. I felt 
the Lord had me in mind when He laid it 
upon the hearts of the Bible scholars who 
labored together to make this wonderful 
Pilgrim Bible available.” Geo. Wagner 
Dimoek, Wichita Falls, Texas. 


The Pilgrim edition of the Holy Bible explains God’s 
Word while you read. It was prepared by Dr. E. 
Schuyler English, noted editor and Bible teacher. 

assisted 4, : 37 distinguished 

t contains the com- 

lete text of the Authorized 
ing James Version and all 
notes, references, and helps 
appear on the samé page as 
the verse to which they refer. 
Among the many features are 
introductions to each book of 





the Bible, chronologies, com- 
prehensive index, and 10 pages 
of maps. Size 5%" x 7%". In 
a variety of bindings from $5. 50 
to $20 at ksellers or from 
the Oxford University Press, 
16-00 Pollitt Dr., Fair Lawn, N.J. 











ed 
Retired Men and Women wate ix every 


carefully quod and approved Christian books to sup- 

t thei and help meet the moral and 

ewe os emotional strain of our present-day living. 

rite: TRUTH AND LIFE BOOK CLUB, 
INC., mB No. 4A, Charlotte 2, N. C. 


ee nS SRE 


did not know exactly what the Letter 
said. Most slaves could not read, and 
the Epistle reads as if Paul wrote it 
for the eyes of Philemon alone. 

As we read verses 1-7, watch for 
things Paul says about Philemon that 





show he was a true Christian. (Paul 
called him a fellow laborer. Philemon 
had showed love and faith.) Good. 


Verse 2 also tells us that he let the local 
church meet in his house. 

In verses 8-15 Paul gives proofs that 
Onesimus also was truly born again. 


(Paul called’ him his son, because he 


led him to Christ. He was changed 
from being unprofitable to being profit- 
able.) Right. 

Now read verses 16, 17 to see how 
Paul asked Philemon to treat Onesimus. 
(As a beloved brother, as if he were 
Paul.) What a wonderful reception that 
would be! Only a Christian master 
could treat a slave like that, 

As we read the rest of the verses, 
watch for things Paul said that would 
make Philemon want to welcome Onesi- 
mus instead of punishing him. (Paul 
said he would pay anything Onesimus 
owed Philemon. He said he believed 
Philemon would do more than he 
asked.) Yes, and when Paul was be- 


seeching Philemon to be kind to Onesi- 
mus-he reminded him that he was the 
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apostle who had brought him to Christ 
years before. He also told him that he 
hoped to visit him soon. If Philemon 
was unkind to Onesimus, Paul would 
surely find out about it when he came 
to visit him. 

When we get to Heaven, we can ask 
Philemon and Onesimus to tell us all 
about what happened. In the meantime, 
what can we learn from this Epistle 
that will help us? (To try to be peace’ 
makers like Paul was.) A very good 


answer. What made Paul a _ peace- 
maker? It was his great love for the 
Lord’s people. He calls Philemon 


brother twice in this Letter and asks 
him to receive Onesimus as a brother. 
May we increase in love till we, too, 
are good peacemakers! 

One other thing we should not miss. 
Paul is here a type of the Lord Jesus, 
when he says that he will repay Phi- 
lemon anything Onesimus owes him. 
Christ took our great debt of sin, and 
paid it in full. Then, in this_ Epistle, 
Paul acts as mediator between Onesi- 
mus and Philemon, bringing master and 
slave together in Christian love. The 
Lord Jesus is the only mediator between 
God and man. Have we let Him take 
our sins away, and lead us back to God? 





Next quarter we will continue to use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct 
Toward Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “‘The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
postpaid. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Like Good Brothers (Philem. 1, 10-19a) 


REE, free! At last he is free! Onesi- 

mus hugs tight in the folds of his 
girdle his money—his master’s money. 
No more work now! But suppose, sup- 
pose his master Philemon has posted 
his name as a runaway slave. Perhaps 
he is being followed this very minute! 


Perhaps the police have been ‘alerted 


in all the towns around. If he is caught, 
then will come: the awful pain of an F 
for fugitive (runaway) burned into his 
flesh! a beating to within an inch of his 
life at the whipping post! That was 
what happened to slaves who ran away 
and were caught. But he would not be 
caught. Hiding by day and traveling 
by night, he.would go, go, go till he 
was far away from all trouble, in an- 
other country, where no one would 
ever know. 

Now, months later, what do we see? 
This same runaway slave, Onesimus, 
headed back to his master! And no 
policeman is escorting him! There may 
be a bit of fear in his heart—he knows 


- 
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what he deserves! But there is a 
prayer on his lips, and a Letter in his 
hand. While he rests a bit, he might 
let us read a part of the Letter. (Use 
a rolled up sheet of notepaper.) Oh, 
it is from Paul, “a prisoner for Jesus 
Christ,” as he signed it! “Dear Phi- 
lemon ...I plead with you for my 
child Onesimus whose father I have be- 
come while I am in prison. Once he 
was of no use to you, but now he is 
useful both to you and me. I am send- 
ing him back to you, receive him .as 
my very heart! I should like to keep 
him with me to wait on me in your 
place while I am in prison because [| 
preached the Good News. But I do not 
want to do anything without your consent. 
so that your kindness will not be be- 
cause you have to, but because you wish 
to. Perhaps that is why he left you for a 
while, that you might have him back 
forever, no longer as a slave, but better 
than a slave, a dear brother, very dear 
to me, but how much more so to you, 
both in person and in the Lord. So if 
you count me your true friend, wel- 
come him as you would me, If he has 
done any wrong to you or owes you 
anything, charge it to my account. I, 
Paul, write it with my own hand, I will 
pay you back. . . . Sure that you will 
do what I ask, I am writing you, know- 
ing that you will do even more than I 
say...” (Philem. 10-19, paraphrased). 

Onesimus goes on to tell us: “I went 
clear to Rome. Hungry, my money 
gone, no friends, I was desperate. 
Someone, a Christian, took me to a 
man in prison who told me about the 


, Lord Jesus and how He had died to for- 


give my sins. I love that prisoner, 
Paul! I would be a slave for him for- 
ever to wait on him and help him! He 
loves me, too, and wanted me to stay. 
But he said I must go home, make 
things right with my master, and then, 
if he lets me, I can go back and help 
Paul. My master is a Christian. Do 
you suppose he will let me? Or will 
he send me to the whipping post? Any- 
way, the Lord Jesus Christ is with me 
now.” 

This is a good story for the flannel 
board, with only the two scenes of the 
runaway and his return on a road as 
we have told it, or more elaborately 
with scenes in Philemon’s home and 
Paul’s prison. 

ost Sunday schools have pupils from 
more than one level of life. Apply this 
lesson as tactfully as Paul to your social 
problems, whether of wealth, race, or 
intelligence. “And be ye kind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another” (Eph, 4:32, Memory Verse). 

1. Our Lord’s prayer (John 17: 20-24). 

2. A Negro Christian (Acts 8:26-39). 

3. Peter learns that an Italian can be 
a Christian (chap. 10). 

4. Greeks become Christians (11:19- 
26). 
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5. Jews and Gentiles (Rom, 10:12, 13; 
Eph, 2:13, 14, 18, 19). 

6. Master and slave (Gal. 3:26-28; 1 
Tim. 6:1, 2; Philem. 16-18, 21). 


7. Brothers in Heaven (Rev. 7:9, 10, 


13-17). 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
825 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Returning Only Love—Above all 

these things put on love, which is the 


bond of perfectness (Col. 3:14, AS.V., 


Golden Text). 


When on the fragrant sandal-tree 
The woodman’s axe descends, 
And she who bloomed so beauteously 
Beneath the keen stroke bends, 
E’en on the edge that wrought her death; 
Dying, she breathed her sweetest breath, 
As if:to token, in her fall, 
Peace to her foes, and love to all. - 


How hardly man this lesson learns, 

To smile and bless the hand that spurns, 

To see the blow, to feel the pain, 

And render only love again. 
—Author unknown. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham,’ Surrey, Eng. Prize 
illustration, 


The Piace of Vision.—Paul, a prisoner 
of Jesus Christ (Philem. 1). A German 
writer who spent five years after the 
war as a prisoner in Russian labor 
camps tells of his struggle to retain his 
Bible, which he prized more than all 
his possessions, through the intermina- 
ble searches and inspections. On 
train journey to Siberia he maneuvered 
to get a place where there was a little 
light from a grille, and throughout the 
long journey he read the Epistle to the 
Philippians, slowly and with increasing 
thought as though he had never read it 
before. “This reading brought with it 
such unforgettable riches, and the words 
yielded up their innermost meaning in 
such a way that I imagined I was sit- 
ting beside the apostle himself in his 
cell, which was probably no better than 
mine, and that he was speaking quietly 
to me, closer than ever he had been be- 
fore.” God uses the crises in our life 
to reveal afresh the greatness of His 
gifts; even the prison cell may be the 
place of vision and revelation—-From 
William A. Green, in the Methodist Re- 
corder. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 

Her Quiet Little Kindnesses.—Hear- 
ing of thy love and faith, which thou 
hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward 
all saints (Philem. 5). At a Christian 
women’s fellowship meeting the leader 
said of a member who had recently 
died: “Mrs, —— will be greatly missed 
from our group, not because she took 
much part in the meetings or ever was 
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noticed as being very active, but in the 
years she has been among us we've 
heard so much about the quiet little 
kindnesses she performed, behind the 
scenes—things that would have been 
left undone had it not been for our dear 
friend.. She told me one day that she 
deemed it a great privilege to serve the 
‘least of these’ of the ‘household of 
faith.’”"—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Comforted With Loving—We have 
great joy and consolation in thy love 
(Philem. 7). ‘“I remember once a little 
girl,” says Dr. Conder, “whose father 
was in sore trouble. She was only be- 
tween three and four years old, but 
she was very anxious to comfort her 
father. He took her on his knee, and 
asked how she thought such a little girl 
could help or comfort him. ‘Oh, with 
loving,’ she answered. And she was 
right. Love is the sunshine of the 
heart. Ask God that you may have the 
sunshine of His love in your heart, and 
then that you may be able to have always 
a loving heart to all around.”—From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


A Prisoner Transformed.—Unprofitable, 
but now profitable (Philem. 11). Mr. 
Moody in one of his books tells of the 
transforming of Valentine Burke, a man 
who spent more than half of his life 
in prison. He was a familiar figure in 
St. Louis courts and jails, and he was 
well known to the sheriff. One season 
he read in a newspaper a sermon 
preached by Mr. Moody and printed 
under the headline, “How the jailer at 
Philippi was caught.” Jailers were right 
in his line, and, thinking that this re- 
ferred to Philippi in Illinois, he read 
the entire sermon and was converted. 
But who would believe it? Out of jail 
again, untrained, an ex-convict, he could 
find no work and drifted to New York 
with no better success. Back in St. 
Louis, hopeless,* discouraged, friendless, 
he still held doggedly to his new way 
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of life. The sheriff, who had so often 
had him in custody, now sought him. 
He told him he had trailed him through 
all this time of trial, believed his refor- 
mation was real, and offered to make 
him a deputy. Later he was made 
treasurer, and never did Valentine 
Burke betray his trust. He was a valued 
helper in every good work for the rest 
of his life—fifteen years.—Condensed 
from Watchman-Examiner. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Room To Develop.—Whom I have sent 
again ... whom I would have retained 
—_—_—__-—_a_— 

DID WISE MEN VISIT BETHLEHEM? 


True or Fase 
Illustrated booklet, with envelope, 25 cents, coin. 





H. J. DANCE, 137 Euclid Ave. New Castle, Pa. 
USE and GIVE 
SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE 
for 1958 


12 all-important features for Superin- 
tendents. Leader guidance material 
* program helps ¢ order of service * 
personal meditation thoughts ¢ desk 
lesson material ¢ pages for records 
® a prayer for each Sunday, and other 
aids. Comments based on International 
Sunday School Lessons — Not a 
commentary. 

Pocket Size 15 
Red Flexible cover cents 
Order from your bookstore or 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
Dept. TSG 1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


wie pees! to take ne a in 
e ping you egroes in the of 
Christ? Let 4, Se Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 


Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school); literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 


Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














The 24-Feature Book 


On the International Sunday School Lessons — makes teaching . 
easier and more effective. Users say Higley’s has no equal—A 
superb teaching aid backed by more than a quarter ofa century 
experience. Every feature practical, usable, helpful. Simple but 
scholarly, definitely evangelistic—presenting deep Bible truths. 


4 Able Editors—5S0 Contributors 


Gives you four unique plans of lesson presentation. All 
necessary research work has been done for you. One popular 
feature—Searchlight Review Questions with Keyed An- 
swers. You will like all the other features too. 320 pages, 


nearly 300,000 words. Washable covers, only... 


$2.25. 


Order one for every teacher from your bookstore today or 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, pept. m-2, Butier, indiana 








984 (12) THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Lesson From His Nurse.—That thy 
benefit should not be as it were of 


with me (Philem. 12, 13). Here in the 
Philippines, in the planting season, as 
one drives along the highways he can necessity, but willingly (Philem. 14). 
see fields of rice that are a sea of bright It is not Christian to do all that is ex- 
green amidst the barren fields. But pected of us. Unbelievers often do that. 
this is only the seedbed, and will never Christianity does more than that. A 
make a good harvest if left alone. The man in a hospital, just after a severe 
plants must be carefully separated and operation, asked his nurse to turn his 
replanted one by one, leaving sufficient pillow. She at once rearranged two 
space between so there will be room for pillows, and made him much more com- 
them to develop. So in the process of fortable. As minute after minute and 
cultivation the wise spiritual husband- hour after hour dragged on, he noticed 
man will encourage his converts not to that whenever he asked his nurse for 
be “plantbed” Christians, but to stand anything, she always did more than he 
alone, having a personal experience of asked; did it instantly and cheerfully. 
the Lord’s faithfulness and sufficiency, Finally he asked her if she remembered 
and to begin to bear fruit for Him— what the Lord said about going “the 
From Missionary Dennis L.. Allen, in second mile.” And it meant, oh, so 
Word and Work. Sent by Albert My- much to a weak, suffering patient lying 
gatt, Axtell, Kans. there in helplessness! This man had 
learned a new lesson from his nurse; 
all unconsciously she was showing him 
the meaning of that grace of God that 
does “exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think.”—From The Sun- 


BULLETINS | 
day School Times. Sent by the Rev. 


Bible-art masterpieces and other beau- W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa, 
tiful illustrations crown Sundéy-by- 
Sunday Bulletins, adding color and 4 


dignity to your church services. Dif- 
ferent cover design each week in two For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


colors. Full-color Christmas and Easter 
bulletins at no extra cost. Inside and 
back pages left blank for your im- 
print. Delivered flat. Size when fold- 
ed, 5/2 x 81/2 inches. 95c N THE little eity of Colosse, the 
ice, per 100..... oi pei Christians met at the home of a man 
Send for sample bulletin folder by the name of Philemon. They had 
church in his house. Philemon prob- 
ably had a big house. He was appar- 
ently wealthy. He had slaves, too. One 
of them was named Onesimus (teacher 
will have the children repeat these new 
and unusual names). Onesimus had 
been a good slave—a profitable one for 
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his master, Philemon (v. 11). His name 
meant just that: Profitable. But some- 
thing happened to Onesimus. He was 
not a born-again child of God, so one 
day when he was tempted to take some- 
thing of Philemon’s, he yielded to the 
temptation. Then, taking the money 
(probably) which he had stolen, he ran 
off. That was a dreadful thing for a 
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slave to do. His master could have had 
him killed! 

First Onesimus ran. Then he walked, 
Then he ran again. On and on and on 
he went. Over land, over water, over 
more land. (Some 800 miles!) Finally 
he landed in the big city of Rome. And 
somehow—we do not know how—he 
met the Apostle Paul. Paul was a pris- 
oner there; and it may be that Onesi- 
mus, having already run away from his 
master and having stolen from him, 
may have stolen from someone else and 
so landed in jail. Or it may be that 
Onesimus—who remembered Paul’s 
having visited the church that met in 
Philemon’s home—knew of Paul’s being 
in prison and went to see him. 

Imagine how surprised the Apostle 
Paul must have been to see this slave 
so far from home. What do you think 
Paul said to him? _We do not know 
what he said at first. But apparently 
in no time at all, Paul had caused Onesi- 
mus to see what a sinner he was in 
God’s sight. Before long, then, Onesi- 
mus believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
whom Paul preached, as the Son of God. 
Then and there in the prison, Onesimus 
asked God to forgive him, received the 
Lord Jesus as his Saviour, and was born 
into the family of God, 

Imagine his surprise when Paul said 
to him, “Onesimus, you must go back to 
Philemon.” That might mean being 
killed—the ‘punishment for runaway 
slaves! “Do not be afraid,” Paul com- 
forted. “I will give you a Letter to 
take to him. He will take you back 
without harm, I know. After all, he is 
a Christian. Now that you are a Chris- 
tian, too, you are brothers in the Lord.” 

So Paul wrote a Letter. He sent 
greetings to Philemon and to his family 
(vs. 1, 2). He mentioned the fact that 
he prayed for Philemon. He said that 
he could, if he wanted to, tell Philemon 
to do a certain thing. Instead he was 
going to ask Philemon to do it for the 
sake of Philemon’s love for poor old 
Paul, a prisoner (vs. 8, 9). He said he 
did not. want Philemon to do the favor 
because he had to, but because he 
wanted to (v. 14). Paul explained then 
the purpose of his Letter: “Please take 
Onesimus back. Even though ,he left 
you for a little while, he is back for- 
ever. It is true, he is still your serv- 
ant. But above that, he is your beloved 
brother in the Lord. If you count me 
a partner—a friend—receive Onesimus, 
Philemon, just as you would receive 
me if I were to come to your home” 
(vs, 15-17, paraphrased). Then Paul, 
the prisoner, added the most amazing 
thing: “If he hath wronged thee, or 
oweth thee ought, put that on mine 
account; . . . I will repay it” (vs, 18, 
19). Certainly Philemon could not re- 
fuse him. (Teacher will here show how 
the Lord Jesus said virtually the same 
thing to the Father when He died for 
the sin of the world.) 
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Lesson for December 29 


Among Us Teachers: This is the per- 
fect lesson for this particular Sunday. 
It is full of action (unfortunately, be- 
cause of the brevity of this column, we 
cannot give all of the details that should 
be included). In Child Evangelism 
magazine for February, 1957, there are 
good colored figures that could be used 
for this lesson. We have“used them on 
flashcards and find excellent attention 
on the part of the children. It is one 
of the little-known stories of the Bible, 
packed with deep meaning. On this 
Sunday when the children’s minds are 
still full of Christmas excitement, be 
thankful that this lesson has been as- 
sighed! 

LANCASTER, PA, 


““ 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 979) 


1. It is the only private Letter of Paul 
which has been preserved. 

2. They are pastoral, letters, dealing 
with the affairs of the church, although 
written to individuals. 

3. He was his spiritual father (v, 19). 

4. Onesimus, Philemon’s slave. 

5. He had apparently robbed his mas- 
ter (v. 18) and run away. 

6. He had been led to Christ through 
the ministry of Paul. 

7. It was a question of moral obliga- 
tion, from which a man is not released 
by conversion. 

8. The new relationship in Christ (v. 
16), ~ 

9. To pay whatever Onesimus owed 
Philemon (vs. 18, 19). 

10. Slavery. 

Evmuurst, ILL. 

we 


Children at Home 


The Gift That Come Down 
By Esther O. Smith 


6677 R-ZR-ZR-ZR,” came the roaring 
sound of an airplane. 

Chuhng Sook and Soon Ja, who were 
setting the tables, dropped the spoons 
and ran over to the window. The girls 
looked down across the field toward the 
improvised airstrip. 

The droning plane made a low swoop, 
then started toward the west. 

“That’s not the plane we're expect- 
ing,” Soon Ja said in a disappointed 
voice. 

“Why hasn’t that plane come, Soon 
Ja?” Chuhng Sook asked. 

“The plane has been here since Miss 
Ruth received the letter from her home 
church. The ship bringing our gifts 
from that church just hasn’t arrived at 
Pusan. Miss Ruth said they had re- 
ceived the money at the Mission House 
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to buy some needed gifts for us. She 
thinks they are waiting to send in all 
the gifts at the same time.” 

Chuhng Sook walked slowly back to the 
table and started to put a spoon at each 
place. 

“This is Christmas Eve, Miss Ruth will 
be disappointed if our gifts do not get 
here.” 

Soon Ja placed the last spoon on the 
table. 

“We'll all be disappointed, Chuhng 
Sook. But remember what Miss Ruth 
told us. We mustn’t let the gifts we 
receive at Christmas make us forget the 
real meaning of Christmas. Christmas 
is the birthday of the-Lord Jesus. We 
should think of something we can give 
to Him.” 

“You have accepted this Jesus, haven’t 
you, Soon Ja?” Chuhng Sook asked. 

“Yes, I have, Chuhng Sook,” the dark- 
eyed Korean girl answered. “I wish 


*you would accept Him, too.” 


Chuhng Sook made no reply. The 
girls finished setting the tables and went 
out to the kitchen. Bok Hi, the cook, 
was busy shredding carrots. 

Chuhng Sook and Soon Ja were two 
girls who lived in an orphanage in South 
Korea. They were very helpful in tak- 
ing care of the homeless orphans who 
were brought in from the war-litteréd 
Streets of the towns and cities of Ko- 
rea. Here the missionaries told the 
children about the Lord Jesus. They 
taught them Bible verses, and for sev- 
eral weeks had been teaching them to 
sing Christmas carols, The Koreans like 
to sing and the girls and boys enjoyed 
the Christmas music. 

Once a month an airplane flew in from 
Pusan bringing supplies that had been 
sent in from the home churches. It was 
December 24th and the plane was over- 
due, 

“Soup smells good, Bok Hi,” said Miss 
Ruth, the missionary in charge of the 
orphanage, as she entered the kitchen. 
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“Soon Ja, will you and Chuhng Sook 
go and see what those small boys are 
doing down by the airstrip?” 

“Yes, Miss Ruth, we will be glad to 
go, but I think I know why they are 
down there. Those boys are looking 
for the plane, hoping it will come in 
with our Christmas gifts.” 

“I am hoping the plane will come, 
Soon Ja; but those little fellows must 
come up closer to the house.” 

The two girls ran down across the 
field and called to the little boys, with 
their dark, slanting eyes, “Come on up 
to the house, boys. We'll have time to 
play some games before supper.” 

Kim, a squat-figured little boy, ran 
past the girls and called, “I’ll race you 
to the house.” 

The air was getting chilly and when 
the children reached the Home they 
decided to go inside. They entered the 
building with its whitewashed walls and 
clean, bare floors. When they reached 
the door of the large room at the left 
of the entrance they saw a young Ko- 
rean nurse standing by the piano. She 
was singing softly, 

“Koya hahn bahm, Korah hahn bahm” 

(“Silent night, Holy night”). 

The children crouched down on the 
floor and were very quiet while the 
young woman sang the lovely carol. 

“Where’s Kim?” Chuhng Sook thought 
as she looked around the room and 
failed to see the. boy who had raced 
them up to the house. Chuhng Sook 
got up and quietly walked over to the 
front door. She saw Kim down in the 
field. He was looking intently toward 
the eastern sky. 

“Kim,” she called, “come on up ‘to 
the house. We are ready to play some 
games.” 

“Look, Chuhng Sook!” The boy 
pointed toward the sky. “Isn’t that an 
airplane?” 

“Kim is still looking for that plane,” 
Chuhng Sook murmured to herself, 

Then she heard the “Zr-zr-zr” of an 
airplane. K 

The girls and boys were running 
down the porch steps, crying in ex- 
cited voices, “That must be our plane.” 
The airplane made a wide circle and 
then continued its approach to the air- 
strip. 

“That’s it!” cried Kim. 

Suddenly a strange thing happened. 
Packages started to come down, light- 
weight packages, wrapped in pretty 
paper and tied with gay colored ribbons, 

“Oh!” shouted Kim, “Look at our gifts 
coming down.” 

The children ran out across the field 
and quickly gathered up the packages. 

Miss Ruth was down near the air- 
strip and the children flocked to wel- 
come the two missionaries when th 
landed. ' 

“I am so glad you made it,” Miss Ruth 
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said as she shook hands with the two 
young men. “I was afraid you wouldn’t.” 

“We started from Pusan two days ago, 
Ruth, but we encountered so much tur- 
bulence that we felt we should turn 
back.” John Harlan smiled as he con- 
tinued, “David and I saw the children 
watching for us. We couldn’t resist 
dropping some of the lighter packages. 
We knew the children would enjoy it.” 
John Harlan paused for a moment. “We 
have more gifts and we have brought 
candy.” 

“Wonderful!” exclaimed Miss Ruth. 
“We'll keep those gifts and the candy 
until tomorrow.” 

That evening Miss Ruth sent for 
Chuhng Sook and asked her to help put 
the candy in small packages. 

“What pretty shoes, Chuhng Sook,” 
Miss Ruth said when she saw the gaily 
decorated shoes that Chuhng Sook was 
wearing. “Is this your gift that came 
down?” 

Chuhng Sook looked down at her new 
rubber shoes.- She was so pleased to 
have these shoes which were the tradi- 
tional footwear of her people. 

“My gift was a pair of pretty socks, 
too small for me. Kim got these shoes, 
too large for him. So we exchanged 
gur gifts that came down.” oe» 

Miss Ruth sat down on the bench and 
asked Chuhng Sook to come and sit be- 
side her. 

“There are many gifts that come 
down, Chuhng Sook. Remember last 
summer when we had that long, dry 
spell. Many of us prayed for rain and 
the rain came in time to save the crops. 
The sunshine is a gift that comes down. 
We couldn't live without'the sunshine.” 

Miss Ruth put her arm around 
Chuhng Sook. 

“The most wonderful Gift that ever 
came down was the Lord Jesus. God 
gave us that Gift, and all we have to 
do to receive His gift is to accept Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour.” ; 

Chuhng Sook edged closer to Miss 
Ruth, , ; 

“It has taken me a long time, Miss 
Ruth,” she said, “but I want to accept 
Jesus Christ as my Saviour.” 

Miss Ruth, with a very thankful heart, 
knelt by the bench beside the young 
Korean girl. Chuhng Sook gave her 
heart to the Lord Jesus, Then she said, 
“I want to thank You, God, for Your 
wonderful Gift that came down.” 


HAVRE DE GRACE, Mp. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Wise Who Worshiped 
(Continued from second page) 


ciation of the Child’s worth. Treasures 
and gifts were -cast at His feet. Mark 
the stages of the approval of the Magi 
in order to catch something of the thrill 
they must have experienced as they saw 
the Ancient of Days in a cradle. 

They brought themselves.—‘“When 
they were come.” First of all, then, 
they presented themselves. At the feet 
of Jesus they knelt as seekers, as wor- 
shipers, before acting as givers. Some 
patronize Christ with gifts, but with- 
hold their lives. Substance is surren- 
dered, but self is withheld. Frances 
Ridley . Havergal’s consecration hymn 
commences quite properly, 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
And as the hymn reveals, the surren- 
dered life is the foundation of surren- 
dered possessions. Ourselves first, then 
our offerings. 

They opened their treadsures.—What 
these treasures were we are not told. 
Possibly they were some priceless arti- 
cles worthy of being received by a king, 
and acted as mementoes of their visit. 
This is evident, however: that these 
opened treasures indicated that the Wise 
Men were willing to hand back what 
the Lord as Creator had made possible 


, for them. ‘“We give Thee of Thine own.” 


Have you opened unto Him your 
treasures yet? Or-do you count what 
you possess as your treasures? Some 
there are, reverently at the feet of 
Christ, but who fail to reach the stage 
of opening unto Him their treasures. 

Yet nothing is too good for the Lord 
Jesus, who, although He was rich, yet 
for our sakes became poor. And when 
we bring our very best we seem to hear 
Him saying, “What hast thou that thou 
didst not receive?” (1 Cor. 4:7.) Our 
treasures—what are they? Abilities, tal- 
ents, time, money, possessions, our 
heart’s devotion—these are treasures the 


Lord loves to receive if willingly sur- , 


rendered, 


They presented unto Him gifts.—The . 


word for “presented” is really “offered” 
and is a_ sacrificial term used several 
times in Hebrews. It is the samie word 
that is used of offerings dedicated to 
God, and for His service—“offerings of 
God” (Luke 21:4). Sacrifite, then, was 
associated with the bestowal of those 
gifts by the Wise Men. 

Such gifts mark the origin of Christ- 
mas gifts, which, at this season of the 
year, carry with em such mutual re- 
membrances and rejoicing. No matter 
where we turn we see shop windows 
placarded with show cards—‘“Gifts for 
the Season!” “Gifts for All!” And, truly, 
there is something fascinating in the 
sight of crowds of men and women, 
boys and girls, hurrying hither ahd 
thither heavily laden with parcels. Well, 
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at this happy time when our generosity 
knows no bounds, let us not forget some- 
thing for Christ. The Wise Men teach 
us not to leave Him out, but to give Him 
the first place and the best gifts. 

Further, it is His giving that inspires 
ours. He came as God’s unspeakable 
gift. Heaven's best for earth’s worst. 
And His giving commenced at the cradle 
and was consummated at the cross. He 
gave Himself for us. 


The Sunday School Times 
Binder and Index 


INDERS for a year’s issues of the 

Trmes may be obtained from the 
Companf. The binder is of clothbound, 
heavy cardboard with the name of the 
paper stamped on the front. Single 
copies of the paper can be inserted one 
at a time, and any copy can easily be 
taken out. This system helps sub- 
Scribers keep their copies in a clean, 
orderly manner and makes them readily 
available for reference. The binders 
cost $1.50 each, 
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The Trmes also issues an annual] In- 
dex of the same dimensions as the 
paper, which can easily be filed in the 
binder. It includes a General Index of 
articles by titles, as well as a Classified 
Index of Verse, Editorials, Notes on 
Open Letters, General Contributed Ar- 
ticles, Writers of Signed Articles, Ways 
of Working, International Sunday 
School] Lesson, Children’s Stories, Titles 
of Books Reviewed. The Index (now 
available for 1956) sells for 15 cents a 
copy. 

Orders for binders and indexes should 
be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N, 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 29 


Resolved: For Christ and the Church 
(Rom, 12:1-8) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


THIS last Sunday of the old year, 
the topic assigned for our young 
people’s meetipg reflects the custom 
that many have followed, at the end of 
each year, of making good resolutions 
for the coming year. Few of us will 
be so satisfied with the year that is 
almost gone that we shall be completely 
happy about our part in it, and if we 
belong to the Lord Jesus, He has un- 
doubtedly spoken to us, through His 
Word or by His Holy Spirit, about this 
or that failure or shortcoming or sin 
that has grieved Him in the past year. 
bd 

It is not surprising, therefore, that 
we should want to do what we can to 
avoid the repetition of failure in the 
year that is ahead. However, each of 
us has certainly had the experience be- 
fore of making resolutions only to break 
them and sooner or later discard them. 
Paul’s plea in the Scripture portion as- 
signed for this week’s topic from Ro- 
mans 12 is for something more than a 
desire or a resolve to do better, com- 
mendable though this may be., 

Me 

In the chapter that precedes this 
twelfth of Romans, Paul has been ex- 
claiming over the depth of the riches of 
wisdom and knowledge that are made 
available to the believer through Christ, 
and the profound and unfathomable 
wonders of God’s will for the believer 
(vs. 33, 34). Then he states, in the be- 
ginning of chapter 12, a paradox—we 
can know the unknowable and fathom 
the unfathomable. This marvelous re- 
sult is to be realized, not by striving 
or struggling, but by surrendering, by 
presenting to God ourselves with all 
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our living energies and powers directed 
to the doing of His will. 

And, lest we should think that this 
course is a foolish one, Paul hastens to 
point out that it is a reasonable serv- 
ice (v; 1), proved to be such by the 
results obtained. If you were, through 
some physical handicap, such as de- 
fective vision, paralysis of your muscles, 
and the like, unable to drive an auto- 
mobile safely, then it would be a most 
reasonable act on your part to turn over 
the controls of your automobile to a 
skillful and capable driver, one who 
is familiar with all its intricate work- 
ing parts and one who knows how to 
obtain from it the best possible serv- 
ice. Any effort on your part to steer 
or operate the car would only compli- 
cate matters, and perhaps end in disas- 
ter. Just so with these lives of ours. 
The best that we can do, with all good 
intentions and desires, is so far below 
that which God can do, who. has de- 
signed and made these bodies and minds 
and spirits of oufs, that our most rea- 
sonable service is to keep our hands off 
the controls of our lives and let God 
operate them, 
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This World in which we live and 
which surrounds us on every side tends 
constantly to pull us away from the 
will of God. It is absorbed in and dedi- 
cated to the satisfying of self and the 
magnifying of al] that is in enmity to 
God, Hence, Paul urges us not to copy 
or try to be like those who do not know 
God and have no disposition to do His 
will (v. 2), On the contrary, we are 
to be transfigured, wholly changed, 
through a renewed mind or conscience,* 
sensitized and controlled by the Holy 
Spirit. God cannot steer and direct and 
control that which we do not yield or 
surrender to Him. He cannot give us 
a sensitive and a good conscience, if 
we insist upon thinking that our own 
way is the best and that we know best 
how to regulate these lives of ours. 


If, however, as Paul urges, we will 
put all that we are and have into God’s 
hands, and trust Him to do the plaa- 
ning and directing and empowering, we 
shall know, first of all, what God’s will 
is for us (v, 2), and, further, we shall 
be convinced beyond all question that 
His will is good, and acceptable, and 
perfect. 

vs 

Let us then not be fearful that by 
yielding all that we are and have to 
God we shall be the loser or will be 
deprived of anything that is good for 
us. The realization in our lives of that 
for which God has designed them and 
planned them will bring to us the great- 
est joy and satisfaction and blessing that 
it is possible for us to have. When we 
give Him all that we are, He gives us in 
Christ all that He is, and here, as with 
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our tithes and offerings, we cannot beat 
God in giving. The coming year will 
be better than the last in just that pro- 
portion that it is ‘more controlled by 
God than was last year. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Family Worship 
By Ermest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 23 to 29 


Mon., Dec. 23.—Rom. 12:9-21. 
Christian Brotherliness. 
PraYER SuGcestTions: “Be kindly af- 
fectioned one to another with brotherly 
love; in honour preferring one another.” 
Brotherly love is woefully wanting 
among Christians. Christians who have 
a critical spirit seem not to have added 
brotherly love to their list of virtues. 
It ought to go along with godliness and 
charity (2 Pet. 1:7). The Word Says, 
“Love, the brotherhood” (1 Pet. 2:17). 
“He that loveth his brother abideth in 
the light, and there is none occasion of 
stumbling in him. But he that hateth 
his brother is in darkness, and walketh 
in darkness, and knoweth not whither 
he goeth, because that darkness hath 
blinded ‘his eyes” (1 John 2:10, 11). 
Pray for Calvary love for the souls of 
those around you. 


Tues., Dec. 24.—Eph. 3:14-21. 
The Universal Family. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I bow my knees 
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named.” The 
foundation of all sonship is in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The great prayer of our 
redeemer (in John 17) indicates that the 
naming of us as members of God’s 
household of faith is the Father’s own 
gracious prerogative, and becomes our 
privilege through His Son, our Saviour. 
And what a family! Some on earth, but 
more in Heaven. Are you redeemed? 
Are you a follower of God? Are you 
one of His “dear children”? (Eph, 5:1.) 
Pray for more love for your brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 


Wed., Dec. 25.—Psa. 133. 
, Beauty of Brotherhood. 
Prayer SvuccesTions: “Behold, how 
good and how pleasant it is for breth- 
ren to dwell together in unity.” Lack 
of fraternal unity is a heavy brake on 
Christian enterprises. Christian love 
makes one ready for every good work. 
It promotes joy and gladness. Like the 
perfumed anointing oil and the dew 
from Heaven, the spirit of Christian 
love increases mutual pleasure in work 
for the Lord. Do you love others in 
Christ with a true heart fervently? 
Pray that the love of God may be more 


shed abroad in believing hearts, by the 
Spirit of God. 


Thurs., Dec. 26.—Eph. 6:5-9. ; 
Master and Servant, 
PRAYER SucGcEsTIoNs: “Servants, be 
Obedient to them that are your masters 
according to the flesh, with fear and 
trembling, in singleness of your heart, 
as unto Christ . . . masters, do the same 
things . . . knowing that your Master 
also is in* heaven; neither is there re- 
spect of persons with him.” All are 
duty bound to observe the will of God. 
The rule for all Christians is this: “With 
good will doing service, as to the Lord, 
and not to men” (Eph. 6:7). Pray to be 
more careful in pleasing the Lord in 
your service to others. 


Fri., Dec, 27.—Acts 17:22-28. 
The Unity of the Nations. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “God .. . hath 
made of one blood all nations of men 
for: to dwell on all the face of the 
earth.” Blood proves that the human 
race is one. Human blood flowed from 
Adam, God’s first man, in Eden. The 
Lord Jesus gave His blood for all men 
and wills that all shall be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 
His great commission reads, “every 
creature” (Mark 16:15). Be careful 
not to allow your preferences to run 
away with your obligations. We are 
debtors to all since we all have one 
blood and God's Gospel is for everyone. 
Pray for more love for sinners. 


Sat., Dec. 28.—Philem. 1-7. 
The Strongest Bond. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Love and faith, 
which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, 
and toward all: saints.” Faith’s best. 
manifestation is seen in the exhibition 
of the graces of the Spirit. _The chief- 
est of these is love. Christian love ex- 
emplified in Christ and described mi- 
nutely in the thirteenth chapter of First 
Corinthians awaits reception and exem- 
plification by all His people. Pray to 
be immersed in the love of God in 
Christ, so that your service for Christ 
can be blest, 


Sun., Dec. 29.—Philem. 8-22. _ 
The Hope in Human Relations. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bold in 
Christ to enjoin thee that which is 
convenient, yet for love’s sake .. .” 
Let all Christians realize that they are 
obligated to obey God’s will in the 
matter of human relations. Christ 
dealt virtuously with all kinds of 
people. ‘He is our perfect example. 
Paul in his dealings with others also 
gives us a shining token of Chris- 
tian goodness in intersocial relation- 
ships. Let your righteousness be ex- 
hibited in brotherhood and courtesy. 
Observe the royal law, “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself” (Jas. 
2:8). Pray that your Christian con- 
duct toward others may be governed 
by the will of God, 
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